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INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINT PATHWAY PROPOSALS

OVERVIEW

Joint pathways provide academically qualified students with a partially-structured path to earn
master’s degrees from two academic degree programs or a master’s degree and a professional
degree concurrently. The development and initial approval of all joint pathways resides with the
program faculty in the specific departments, schools and colleges (each referred to below as a “unit”)
involved.

Students applying to the joint pathway must complete an application to the Office of Graduate
Admissions and must be admitted to each academic degree program separately, meeting all of the
admission requirements for each program, such as applicable entrance exams (e.g., GRE, GMAT, LSAT).
Interested students should contact the respective academic degree programs for specific admissions
requirements and programs of study.

Students completing joint pathways receive two diplomas, one for each academic degree program.

Joint pathways must have a minimum of 30 unduplicated credit hours in each graduate program.
Beyond this minimum, credit hours may be shared, as long as this double-counting is determined to
be justified, in the judgment of the faculty curriculum committees and academic administrators
reflected on the proposal signature page.

PROPOSAL

Proposals should be written in narrative format and should include the following:

1. Purpose and Justification of establishing the Joint Pathway:

» Units must set forth both intellectual and pedagogical reasons for establishing the joint
pathway, which creates a partially-structured path combining two academic degrees. For
example, how would students benefit from studying the academic literature and engaging
in the research and/or professional practice associated with the two disciplines
simultaneously?

* Proposals must describe the professional/employment benefits that would accrue to joint
degree-pathway graduates.



An increasingly competitive environment for recruiting prospective students requires some innovation and tailoring of
degrees that will provide graduates with a competitive advantage. In order to attract strong students from a nationwide
pool, both the College of Law and the School of Information seek to continue to innovate to provide more and more
value-added educational experiences into their respective graduate programs; to this end, we have developed the
JD/MSIT joint pathway program.

Both legal practitioners and information technology professionals need to have the knowledge and skills to work with
the increasingly complex intellectual property, privacy, and cybersecurity issues that they routinely face in their
professional practice. Interdisciplinary study helps students develop an intellectual agility that could be very important
in a competitive job market, particularly in a legal industry that is already seeing considerable offshoring of legal
services.

Graduates of the JD/MSIT joint degree pathway program will have a competitive advantage in the job market, in both
the practice of law and in other more non-traditional legal careers. The knowledge and skills from both disciplines
would make graduates ideal candidates for careers in information governance, cybersecurity, and legal technology
companies - including the multi-billion dollar electronic discovery industry.

2. Admission Criteria and Operating Procedures:

* The proposal must describe the admission requirements for each program and specify the
timing of admission to the joint pathway. The proposal must state that in admissions
decisions, each unit will assess whether applicants have the academic qualifications to
complete the joint pathway.

» Units operating joint degree pathways are responsible for coding all admitted students in a
timely manner, in accordance with Registrar’s Office procedures. The proposal must
describe the advising process for students enrolled in the joint pathway.

Each unit will assess whether applicants have the academic qualifications for admission to their respective programs
and to complete the joint pathway. Following admission to either program, a student is then required to apply for
admission to the other program and submit a joint-degree application. All joint-degree applications are submitted to the
College of Law Joint-Degree Coordinator.

While most interested applicants will begin their study at the College of Law, a joint pathway student who completes
any coursework in the other program prior to matriculating to the College of Law must obtain prior written approval
from the College of Law before applying for the joint pathway.

Current law students must submit all documents for admission to the School of Information and the joint-degree
application to the College of Law Joint-Degree Coordinator before July 1st following their first or second year in law
school. The College of Law Joint-Degree Program Coordinator is responsible for getting approval for the joint pathway
from the College of Law and the School of Information and for submitting all documents for admission to the other
program to the School of Information. The College of Law Joint-Degree Coordinator is also responsible for
coordinating the coding of all admitted students to the joint pathway with the Registrar's Office in a timely manner
following each student’s admission to the joint pathway.

Academic advising for students in the joint pathway is available for students through their assigned academic advisors
and other designated faculty in each program. Students are also encouraged to seek out other faculty with similar
areas of interest for advice.




3. Curriculum:

» The proposal must provide the core requirements and available electives of each degree
program and identify and justify, both intellectually and pedagogically, specific courses
designated as “shared credits.” (Complete and attach the “Shared Credits Worksheet.”)

0 Shared credits are defined as courses above the 30-hour minimum threshold in
either degree that can be counted toward completion of the other degree within the
joint pathway.

Shared Credit:
Law classes counting for Information:

LAW 7930 Technology for Lawyers (2)

The Technology for Lawyers Course provides students with the theoretical background and practical skills for
understanding the impact of technology on the practice of law. Both legal practitioners and information technology
professionals need to have foundational knowledge of the particular ethical, practical, and technological issues
surrounding technology and the practice of law in order to effectively manage risks and to have a positive impact on
their organization’s future.

Information classes counting for Law:

LIS 5411 Introduction to Information Policy (3)

Introduction to Information Policy explores policy questions regarding information and communications, with special
attention to intricate policy issues such as information ownership rights, privacy rights, and public access to
information. Going forward, legal information technology professionals will likely have the responsibility of developing,
managing, or implementing information, privacy, and access policies in their organizations. Having a clear
understanding of the policy issues surrounding these topics will allow these professionals to more effectively serve
their organizations.

LIS 5487 Information Systems Management (3)

Information Systems Management provides students with the development, adoption, and use of information systems
in organizations. In many ways, this serves to complement the required technology for lawyers course by providing a
more holistic and broad overview of enterprise-level technological infrastructures.

LIS 5362 Design and Production of Networked Multimedia(3)
This course provides students with a foundation in the skills necessary for the creation and management of website,
frameworks, and applications. Legal information technology professionals with a practical knowledge of these
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Please contact The Graduate School at 644-3501 or Jennifer Buchanan, Associate VP for Faculty
Development and Advancement, at 644-6876 or jbuchanan@fsu.edu if you have questions.




Joint Master’s or Master’s/Professional Degree Pathway

Degree Program (1) Courses
Total must be at least 30 credits

LAWS5000
LAW5100

LAWS5300
LAW5400
LAWS5501

LAWS5502
LAWS5522

LAWS5700

LAWS5792
LAWS5793
LAW7750

36 HOURS BASIC PROGRAM

IN ALL 79 HOURS ARE REQUIRED 9 HOURS WOULD BE SHARED

Total Credits
from
Degree Program 1:

Total Joint Degree Credit Hours:

(Must have a minimum combined total of 60 unduplicated graduate or professional credit hours)
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Law classes counting for Information: 

LAW 7930 Technology for Lawyers (2)
The Technology for Lawyers Course provides students with the theoretical background and practical skills for understanding the impact of technology on the practice of law. Both legal practitioners and information technology professionals need to have foundational knowledge of the particular ethical, practical, and technological issues surrounding technology and the practice of law in order to effectively manage risks and to have a positive impact on their organization’s future. 

Information classes counting for Law: 

LIS 5411 Introduction to Information Policy (3)
Introduction to Information Policy explores policy questions regarding information and communications, with special attention to intricate policy issues such as information ownership rights, privacy rights, and public access to information. Going forward, legal information technology professionals will likely have the responsibility of developing, managing, or implementing information, privacy, and access policies in their organizations. Having a clear understanding of the policy issues surrounding these topics will allow these professionals to more effectively serve their organizations. 

LIS 5487 Information Systems Management (3)
Information Systems Management provides students with the development, adoption, and use of information systems in organizations. In many ways, this serves to complement the required technology for lawyers course by providing a more holistic and broad overview of enterprise-level technological infrastructures. 

LIS 5362 Design and Production of Networked Multimedia(3)
This course provides students with a foundation in the skills necessary for the creation and management of website, frameworks, and applications. Legal information technology professionals with a practical knowledge of these technical skills will be an asset to their organizations, able to effectively communicate technical needs of their organization. 
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